NOTE  ON PAET III.

THIS Part is entitled " A Period of Development." The Society emerges
from its feeble infancy and moves forward with the vigour of youth.
Chap. X. describes a host of " forward steps" that marked the years
1812-18. Chap. XI. tells the story of the first Provincial Associations
and Deputations. In Chap. XII. we turn aside to notice other Societies,
both their work and progress and their relations with the C.M.S. In
particular we see the very curious circumstances of the revival and
expansion of the S.P.G. in 1818. The next five chapters take us into
the Mission-field, and we read of the early trials and successes in West
Africa (XIII,), the deaths of faithful labourers there (XIII., XIV.); the
commencement of work in North and South India (XV.), and in New
Zealand, Ceylon, &c. (XVI.); the Society's plans and efforts for the
revival of the ancient Eastern Churches (XVII.), both in the Turkish
Empire (as it was then) and in Travancore. Chap. XVIII., from the
standpoint of 1824, the date of Pratt's retirement, surveys the position
and prospects of the work at home and abroad, and shows how hard
experience had moderated the sanguine expectations of the early loaders
of Missions.